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MetroCOG Conservation Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 
March 16th : 11-12 PM  
Zoom Meeting Link: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88639734296?pwd=di9QVlNQRGRTU0k0M0Nhb1V5ZzZvZz09 
	Agenda 

	MetroCOG 
	 Welcome and Introductions 
Karen Burnaska, Drew Goldman, Cole Burnham, Simone Lesci, Noah Miller, Devin Clark, Stephanie Ingraldi, Jayson Velasquez, Tatiana Solovey, William Hurley, Dianalys Bonilla, Chadwick Shcroeder, Joe Katz Arcadia Davies
 

	MetroCOG 
	General Updates 
MetroCOG is in the final stages of content development for the POCD update and will be hosting PAC/ Focus Group meeting late April. MetroCOG will distribute content areas for focus groups to review ahead of meetings

MetroCOG is in the final stages of creating CPRG (CCAP) municipal playbooks, which will help guide member municipalities with priority action areas.

MetroCOG is assisting municipalities with their MS4 updates and will begin reviewing the 2025 annual reports to best serve members.

MetroCOG is assisting UConn with their Vacant Lot Project in Bridgeport CT and has been meeting with the City and creating a digital map to better understand potential best sites for urban agriculture 

	Cole Burnham + Jayson Velazquez 
	Green Bank 101 Presentation + Q/A 
Green Bank of CT established in 2011, works with stakeholders to confront the challenges associated with climate change. GB attracts private dollars and uses public funding to provide solutions. Priorities for the year include multifamily affordable housing, investment in resilient communities, and investment in electric infrastructure. GB has provided a list of municipal services they offer and is happy to meet with members to address their concerns and build solutions.
1. Informative Workshop Menu:
The Connecticut Green Bank Informative Workshop Menu is a comprehensive resource highlighting potential partnership opportunities between the Green Bank and Connecticut’s Councils of Governments (COGs), municipalities, and regional organizations. The Informative Workshop Menu covers Green Bank solutions that may be relevant to your regional and local priorities. The Green Bank’s Informative Workshops provide educational opportunities to the towns and cities you serve – helping identify ways to access green solutions, use less energy, and be more resilient. 
 
2. Solar MAP+:
Solar MAP+ is designed to provide no cost technical assistance and project development support for solar and battery storage. We are actively supporting school districts that want to take advantage of the State’s commercial solar incentive program (NRES).Affordable Multifamily Housing is another key area for Solar MAP
  
3. Fleet Electrification Accelerator:
The Connecticut Green Bank’s Fleet Electrification Accelerator Program provides free fleet electrification planning and deployment assistance to school bus fleets in Connecticut municipalities. 


	MetroCOG + Group Members 
	  
Upcoming Opportunities- TNC/ Community Forestry Peer Learning Exchange 
This event, hosted by The Nature Conservancy, MetroCOG, and partners, is a great opportunity for local organizations, municipal staff, and community leaders to share their urban forestry initiatives and advance transformative project ideas/efforts.

The Urban and Community Forestry Peer Learning Exchange for the MetroCOG Region will be
held on March 31st, from 9:00am – 1:00pm at the Burrough Center (2470 Fairfield Ave,
Bridgeport, CT). Please see the attached Save the Date for more
Information. And use the link below to register: 

https://luma.com/36fmke4t
Other Business (Upcoming Events) 

Sustainable and Resilient Communities Funding Workshop hosted by the Connecticut Sea Grant and the Long Island Sound Partnership at Gateway CC in New Haven on Tuesday, March 31st from 10am to 2:30pm.

The program includes presentations from state, local, and regional funding organizations as well as past successful grant awardees. It is a great opportunity to become well versed in the current resilience, brownfield, and environmental funding opportunities. Hannah, Devin, and I attended last year and it was a great event. 

More info and registration can be found at the following link: https://www.lisresilience.org/resource/3rd-annual-src-regional-funding-workshop-connecticut/

Legislative Priorities  
Session began Feb 4th and runs until May 6th. Some items (of many) to watch: 
HB5333- Protection of Riparian Buffers for clean water, healthy habitat, and climate resilience 
HB5524- Waste Materials Management (restores assessment fee to support waste reduction initiatives that would allocate money to Sustainable Materials Mgmt/ Recycle CT
HB5248- Energy Efficiency (prioritize grid planning and reliability, protections from federal rollbacks)
HB5145- Waste Permitting: would decrease solid waste facility regulation and limit review of permit renewals for solid waste facilities





 

	MetroCOG 
	Adjourn  
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